Welcome to our service for
CHRISTMAS DAY

at St John the Evangelist, East Dulwich

Please join in the words in bold
Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy nhame;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Introit: “Ding, dong! merrily on high”c.16 French tune, Charles Wood
We stand for the

Opening Hymn: O come, all ye faithful NEH 30 (verses [, 2, 6 and 7)

The Gathering

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

‘Do | not fill heaven and earth?’ says the Lord.
Now the Word is made flesh and laid in a nharrow manager.

From eternity to eternity you are God,
and now we see you as a nhewborn child.

The president introduces the service



Prayers of Penitence

Christ the light of the world has come
to dispel the darkness of our hearts.
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

The Absolution

Gloria in excelsis

Gloria, Gloria, in Excelsis Deo.
Gloria, Gloria, in Excelsis Deo.

Glory to God in the highest

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory. Gloria...

Lord Jesus Christ,

only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world;

have mercy upon us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer. Gloria...

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Gloria...



The Collect for Christmas Day

Lord Jesus Christ,

your birth at Bethlehem draws us

to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you,
our Lord and our God,

with the Father and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated
The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7

At the end the reader says

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn: Unto us a boy is born! NEH 39 please stand
Gospel Reading: Luke 2: |- 20

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Today Christ is born.
Alleluia.

Today the Saviour has come.
Alleluia.

Today the angels sing on earth.
Alleluia. Glory to God in the highest.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end the reader says

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



The Sermon please be seated

The Creed please stand

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist?
I believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again?
I believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God

and makes Christ known in the world?

I believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.

This is our faith:

We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Please sit or kneel, and use the response

Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

All stand for The Peace

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you,
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.



Offertory Hymn: Once in royal David’s city, NEH 34

during which a collection will be taken

Preparation of the Table

Word made flesh, life of the world,
in your incarnation you embraced our poverty:
by your Spirit may we share in your riches. Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

The Priest praises God for his mighty acts and all respond

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The president recalls the Last Supper

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died,

Christ is risen,

Christ will come again.

At the end of the prayer we say together Amen.

we remain standing



The Lord’s Prayer please be seated

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break the bread of life,

and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us,

light in the midst of us,

bring us to light and life.

Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the worild, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world, grant us peace.

Giving of Communion

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.



Prayer of Spiritual Communion

Lord, you stand at the door and knock.

You wait for me and only | can let you in.

I believe and trust in you

and ask you now to fill me with your presence.

Feed me with your body and unite me in your blood,
that | may be your blessing to a world in need. Amen.

Communion anthem: “Coventry Carol” English trad.

Communion Hymn: The first Nowell NEH 36

Prayer after Communion

God our Father, whose Word has come among us
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:

may the light of faith illumine our hearts

and shine in our words and deeds;

through him who is Christ the Lord. Amen.

Notices

Hymn: While shepherds watched NEH 42 please stand
The Blessing

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds,

the perseverance of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary,
and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this Christmas;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

The Dismissal

Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh.
Glory, thanks and praise to God.

Voluntary: Fantasia no. | | in A minor - Orlando Gibbons



The community of St John the Evangelist, East Dulwich
wishes you peace and joy this Christmas

A collection will be taken during the offertory hymn. Your gift enables St John’s to continue
to be a caring presence in the community, and to keep this beautiful and sacred place of
worship open to all. Please use the gift aid envelope provided if you are a UK taxpayer.

Contactless giving is also available. If you wish to give regularly, contact us or visit our
website www.stjohnseastdulwich.org/donating-to-st-johns|/.

This year, 10% of our Christmas service collections will be given to the Diocese of

Jerusalem, in solidarity with the people of the land of Christ's saving birth, life, death and
resurrection. We uphold them in our prayers. Thank you for your generosity.

www.stjohnseastdulwich.org
@StJohnsEDulwich

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England; copyright © The Archbishops’ Council (2000)


http://www.stjohnseastdulwich.org

