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INTROIT    The angel Gabriel – Basque trad. carol, arranged by E Pettman 
 

 

Please join in the words in bold type 
 

 

THE BLESSING OF THE CRIB 
 

Welcome all wonders in one sight!  
Eternity shut in a span. 
Summer in winter, day in night,  
heaven in earth and God in man. 
Great little one whose all-embracing birth  
brings earth to heaven, stoops heaven to earth. 
 

 
 

God our Father,  
on this night your Son Jesus Christ  
was born of the Virgin Mary for us and for our salvation:  
bless this crib,  
which we have prepared to celebrate that holy birth;  
may all who see it be strengthened in faith  
and receive the fullness of life he came to bring,  
who is alive and reigns for ever. Amen. 
 
 

‘Do I not fill heaven and earth?’ says the Lord. 

Now the Word is made flesh  

and laid in a narrow manger. 
 

From eternity to eternity you are God, 

and now we see you as a newborn child. 

 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Please stand 

 

Solo 

Once in royal David's city 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

In a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that Mother mild, 

Jesus Christ, her little Child. 
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Choir only 

He came down to earth from heaven 

Who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, 

And his cradle was a stall: 

With the poor and mean and lowly, 

Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

All 

And through all his wondrous childhood 

Day by day like us he grew, 

He was little, weak and helpless, 

Tears and smiles like us he knew: 

And he feeleth for our sadness, 

And he shareth in our gladness. 

 

And our eyes at last shall see him 

Through his own redeeming love, 

For that Child, so dear and gentle, 

Is our Lord in heaven above: 

And he leads his children on 

To the place where he is gone. 

 

Not in that poor lowly stable 

With the oxen standing by, 

We shall see him, but in heaven 

Sat at God's right hand on high, 

When like stars his children crowned, 

All in white shall wait around 
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THE GREETING 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

Christ the light of the world  

has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts.  

In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 
 

God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 

forgive our failure to receive him. 

Lord, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Jesus our Saviour, you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 

forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 

Christ, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy. 
 

Spirit of love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 

forgive the hardness of our hearts. 

Lord, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy. 
 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness  

draw you to himself,  

that you may behold the glory of his Son,  

the Word made flesh,  

and be cleansed from all your sins,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  (Lourdes Mass – Jean-Paul Lecot) 

 

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo!   
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THE COLLECT for Christmas Night 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Eternal God,  

in the stillness of this night you sent your almighty Word  

to pierce the world s darkness with the light of salvation:  

give to the earth the peace that we long for  

and fill our hearts with the joy of heaven  

through our Saviour, Jesus Christ  

who lives and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

please be seated 

The Liturgy of the Word 

 

FIRST READING Hebrews 1:1-4  

 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 

prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the 

worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s 

very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had 

made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 

on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 

inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

   

 At the end the reader says 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL HYMN please stand 

 

Silent night, holy night. 

All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child; 

Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night. 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, 

heav’nly hosts sing alleluia: 

Christ, the Saviour is born, 

Christ, the Saviour is born. 

 

Silent night, holy night. 

Son of God, love’s pure light, 

radiant beams from thy holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace: 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
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THE GOSPEL READING John 1: 1-14   

 

The Lord be with you and also with you. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,  

and we have seen his glory.  Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In the beginning was the Word,  

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

He was in the beginning with God.  

All things came into being through him,  

and without him not one thing came into being.  

What has come into being in him was life,  

and the life was the light of all people.  

The light shines in the darkness,  

and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  

He came as a witness to testify to the light,  

so that all might believe through him.  

He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  

The true light, which enlightens everyone,  

was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;  

yet the world did not know him.  

He came to what was his own,  

and his own people did not accept him.  

But to all who received him, who believed in his name,  

he gave power to become children of God,  

who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh  

or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us,  

and we have seen his glory,  

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

At the end the reader says 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord  

Praise to you, O Christ.  



 

8 

THE SERMON please be seated  

 

THE CREED please stand 
 

We believe in one God, the Father,  

the almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord,  

Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  

and the Virgin Mary, and was made flesh. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION please be seated 

 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

THE PEACE please stand 
 

The still of night is broken by a baby's wordless cry; 

the gods of power are shaken by the nakedness of love;   

for in his flesh, he makes peace and ends the war of all against all. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you,  

and also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye  

  to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him 

  Born the King of Angels 
 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him 

O come, let us adore him,  

Christ the Lord! 
 

2. God of God,  

Light of Light, 

Lo! he abhors not  

  the Virgin's womb; 

Very God, Begotten,  

  not created 
 
 

3. See how the Shepherds, 

  Summoned to his cradle, 

Leaving their flocks,  

  draw nigh with lowly fear; 

We too will thither 

  Bend our joyful footsteps 
 

4. Lo! star-led chieftains, 

  Magi, Christ adoring, 

Offer him incense, gold,  

  and myrrh; 

We to the Christ Child 

  Bring our heart's oblations 
 

5. Sing, choirs of Angels, 

  Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens  

  of heaven above; 

  Glory to God, In the Highest:

 
PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

 

Word made flesh, life of the world,  

in your incarnation you embraced our poverty:  

by your Spirit may we share in your riches.  Amen. 

 
 
 

 



 

10 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

The Lord be with you  

and also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

The president gives thanks for the mystery of the incarnation 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
(Nashdom Mass – Anthony Greening) 

The president recalls the Last Supper 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died,  

Christ is risen,  

Christ will come again. 
 

At the end of the prayer we say Amen and sing: 
 

Yea, Lord we greet thee, 

Born this happy morning, 

Jesu, to thee be glory given; 

Word of the father, 

Now in flesh appearing 

 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation;  

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF BREAD 

 

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 

God here among us, light in the midst of us,  

bring us to light and life. 

 

AGNUS DEI (Nashdom Mass – Anthony Greening) 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us.  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us.  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

grant us peace.  

 
GIVING OF COMMUNION 

 

Christ is the true bread which is come down from heaven. 

Lord, give us this bread always. 

 

You are all invited tonight to receive the bread and wine, you will be directed to the 

altar step, or the Lady Chapel. If you would prefer to receive a blessing, please bring 

your service sheet with you. A gluten free wafer is available at the main altar. 

 
COMMUNION ANTHEMS O holy night – Adolphe Adam 

  The shepherds‘ Farewell –  Hector Berlioz   
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COMMUNION HYMN   we remain seated 

 
It came upon the midnight clear, 

   That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth 

   To touch their harps of gold: 

‘Peace on the earth, good will to men, 

   From heaven's all-gracious King!’ 

The world in solemn stillness lay, 

   To hear the angels sing. 

 

Still through the cloven skies they come, 

   With peaceful wings unfurled; 

And still their heavenly music floats 

   O'er all the weary world; 

Above its sad and lowly plains, 

   They bend on hovering wing; 

And ever o'er its Babel sounds 

   The blessèd angels sing. 

 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 

   The world has suffered long; 

Beneath the angel-strain have rolled 

   Two thousand years of wrong; 

And man, at war with man, hears not 

   The love-song which they bring: 

O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 

   And hear the angels sing! 

 

For lo! the days are hastening on, 

   By prophet bards foretold, 

When, with the ever-circling years, 

   Comes round the age of gold; 

When peace shall over all the earth 

   Its ancient splendours fling, 

And the whole world give back the song 

   Which now the angels sing. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYERS 
 

God our Father,  

in this night you have made known to us again  

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:  

confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him  

until the day dawns and Christ  

the Morning Star rises in our hearts.  Amen. 

 

Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  please stand 

 

 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

  how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

  the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

  the everlasting light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

  are met in thee to-night. 
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O morning stars, together 

  proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King, 

  and peace to men on earth; 

for Christ is born of Mary; 

  and, gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

  their watch of wondering love. 

 

How silently, how silently, 

  the wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

  the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming; 

  but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him,  

  still the dear Christ enters in. 

 

Where children pure and happy 

  pray to the blessèd Child, 

where misery cries out to thee, 

  Son of the mother mild; 

where charity stands watching 

  and faith holds wide the door, 

the dark night wakes, the glory breaks, 

  and Christmas comes once more! 

 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

  descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, 

  be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

  the great glad tidings tell: 

O come to us, abide with us, 

  Our Lord Emmanuel.
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THE BLESSING 

 

 

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light 
 

For us to a child is born 

to us a Son is given. 

 

His name will be called 

Wonderful counsellor, mighty God, 

the everlasting Father,  

the Prince of Peace. 

 

Glory to God in the highest 

and peace to his people on earth. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

The Lord bless you and watch over you 

the Lord make his face to shine upon you 

   and be gracious to you 

the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace: 

and the blessing of God Almighty 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 

Glory, thanks and praise to God. 
 

 

VOLUNTARY  Fantasia in G minor – J S Bach 

 

 

 

 

 

Organ played this evening by Director of Music, John Webber 
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The community of St John the Evangelist, East Dulwich 

wishes you peace and joy this Christmas 
 

Join us for our Festival Mass for Christmas Day at 10am 

 

 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 

and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 

The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 

The Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 

 

 
We’re delighted to welcome you tonight to this service celebrating the birth of 

Jesus Christ. If you’re a first-time visitor to St John’s church, you may not 

know that we seek to extend this warm welcome year-round to the wider 

community. 

 

We’d love you to join us in securing this welcome for generations to come, by 

helping us to keep St John’s Church with the Goose Green Centre open.  

By adding a gift to the collection during the service, you can enable St John’s to 

continue to be a caring presence in the community, and to keep this beautiful 

and sacred place of worship open to all.  

 

Please use the gift aid envelope provided if you are a UK taxpayer.  

You can also make a contactless card donation as you leave or use 

this QR code.  

 

If you wish to give regularly, contact us or visit our website 

www.stjohnseastdulwich.org/donating-to-st-johns/. 
 

 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England; copyright © The Archbishops Council (2000)  

Hymns, :The New English Hymnal, Canterbury Press, 2003 


