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Welcome to St John the Evangelist, East Dulwich 

 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 

and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 

The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 

The Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 

 

 
We’re delighted to welcome you today to this service celebrating the birth of 

Jesus Christ. If you’re a first-time visitor to St John’s church, you may not 

know that we seek to extend this warm welcome year-round to the wider 

community. 

 

We’d love you to join us in securing this welcome for generations to come, by 

helping us to keep St John’s Church with the Goose Green Centre open.  

By adding a gift to the collection during the service, you can enable St John’s to 

continue to be a caring presence in the community, and to keep this beautiful 

and sacred place of worship open to all.  

 

Please use the gift aid envelope provided if you are a UK taxpayer.  

You can also make a contactless card donation as you leave or use 

this QR code.  

 

If you wish to give regularly, contact us or visit our website 

www.stjohnseastdulwich.org/donating-to-st-johns/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome to our service for 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY  
 

at St John the Evangelist, East Dulwich 
 
 

Please join in the words in bold  
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Introit: “Ding, dong! merrily on high” c.16 French tune, Charles Wood  
 

 

We stand for the 
 

Opening Hymn: Once in Royal David’s City 
 

Once in royal David's city 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

In a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that Mother mild, 

Jesus Christ, her little Child. 

 

He came down to earth from heaven 

Who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, 

And his cradle was a stall: 

With the poor and mean and lowly, 

Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

 

 

 



And through all his wondrous childhood 

Day by day like us he grew, 

He was little, weak and helpless, 

Tears and smiles like us he knew: 

And he feeleth for our sadness, 
And he shareth in our gladness. 

 

And our eyes at last shall see him 

Through his own redeeming love, 

For that Child, so dear and gentle, 

Is our Lord in heaven above: 

And he leads his children on 

To the place where he is gone. 

 

Not in that poor lowly stable 

With the oxen standing by, 

We shall see him, but in heaven 

Sat at God's right hand on high, 

When like stars his children crowned, 

All in white shall wait around. 
 

 

The Gathering 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

The people who walked in darkness  

have seen a great light 
 

For us to a child is born 

to us a Son is given. 

 

His name will be called 

Wonderful counsellor, mighty God, 

the everlasting Father,  

the Prince of Peace. 

 

Glory to God in the highest 

and peace to his people on earth. 

 



The president introduces the service 

 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

Christ the light of the world has come  

to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 

In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 
 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

The Absolution 

 
Gloria in excelsis 

 

Gloria, Gloria, in Excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, Gloria, in Excelsis Deo. 

   

Glory to God in the highest  

and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory.  Gloria… 
 

 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world;  

have mercy upon us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer.  Gloria… 
 

 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Gloria… 

 
 



The Collect for Christmas Day 
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

your birth at Bethlehem draws us  

to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: 

accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you, 

our Lord and our God,  

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 

The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading: Isaiah 9: 2-7 
 

At the end the reader says 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hymn: Silent Night please stand 

 

Silent night, holy night. 

All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child; 

Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night. 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, 

heav’nly hosts sing alleluia: 

Christ, the Saviour is born, 

Christ, the Saviour is born. 

 

Silent night, holy night. 

Son of God, love’s pure light, 

radiant beams from thy holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace: 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

 



Gospel Reading: Luke 2: 1- 14 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Today Christ is born.  

Alleluia. 
 

Today the Saviour has come.  

Alleluia. 
 

Today the angels sing on earth. 

Alleluia. Glory to God in the highest. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

At the end the reader says 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Sermon please be seated 

 

The Creed please stand 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,  

source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 

I believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,  

who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 

I believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,  

who gives life to the people of God  

and makes Christ known in the world? 

I believe and trust in him. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith: We believe and trust in one God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Please sit or kneel, and use the response 
 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 

All stand for The Peace 
 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,  

and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you,  

and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

 

 

Offertory Hymn: Hark! The herald angels sing  

during which a collection will be taken 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

Glory to the newborn King; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled: 

Joyful all ye nations rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies, 

with the angelic hosts proclaim, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem! 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

Glory to the newborn King 

 

 

 

 



Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come 

Offspring of the Virgin's womb! 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell,  

Jesus, our Emmanuel: 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

Glory to the newborn King 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

Glory to the newborn King 

 

 

 

Preparation of the Table 

 

Word made flesh, life of the world, 

in your incarnation you embraced our poverty:  

by your Spirit may we share in your riches. Amen. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

we remain standing 

The Lord be with you  

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 



The Priest praises God for his mighty acts and all respond 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The president recalls the Last Supper 

 

Great is the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died,  

Christ is risen, 

Christ will come again. 

 
At the end of the prayer we say together Amen. 

 

 

The Lord s Prayer please be seated 
 

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,  

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
 
 

 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 



Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break the bread of life,  

and that life is the light of the world. 

God here among us,  

light in the midst of us, 

bring us to light and life. 

 
Agnus Dei 

 

Lamb of God, you take away  

the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away  

the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away  

the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 

God s holy gifts for God s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

Lord, you stand at the door and knock.  

You wait for me and only I can let you in. 

I believe and trust in you  

and ask you now to fill me with your presence. 

Feed me with your body and unite me in your blood, 

that I may be your blessing to a world in need. Amen. 

 
Communion Anthem: “Away in a Manger”  by WJ Kirkpatrick 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communion Hymn: In the bleak midwinter  

 

In the bleak midwinter, 

Frosty wind made moan, 

Earth stood hard as iron, 

Water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

Snow on snow, 

In the bleak midwinter, Long ago. 

 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, 

Nor earth sustain; 

Heaven and earth shall flee away 

When he comes to reign. 

In the bleak midwinter 

A stable place sufficed 

The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 

 

Enough for him, whom cherubim,  

Worship night and day, 

A breastful of milk,  

And a mangerful of hay; 

Enough for him, whom angels  

Fall down before, 

The ox and ass and camel, Which adore. 

 

Angels and archangels  

May have gathered there, 

Cherubim and seraphim  

Thronged the air - 

But only his mother,  

In her maiden bliss, 

Worshipped the beloved, With a kiss. 

 

What can I give him,  

Poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd,  

I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a wise man,  

I would do my part; 

Yet what I can I give him - Give my heart. 

 



Prayer after Communion 
 

God our Father, whose Word has come among us  

in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 

may the light of faith illumine our hearts  

and shine in our words and deeds;  

through him who is Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Notices 
 

 

Recessional Hymn: O Come, all ye faithful 

 

O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye  

to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him 

Born the King of Angels 
 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him 

O come, let us adore him,  

Christ the Lord! 
 

 

God of God, 

Light of Light, 

Lo! he abhors not  

the Virgin's womb; 

Very God, Begotten,  

not created 
 

See how the Shepherds, 

Summoned to his cradle, 

Leaving their flocks,  

draw nigh with lowly fear; 

We too will thither 

Bend our joyful footsteps 



 

 

 

 

Lo! star-led chieftains, 

Magi, Christ adoring, 

Offer him incense, gold,  

and myrrh; 

We to the Christ Child 

Bring our heart's oblations 
 

Sing, choirs of Angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens  

of heaven above; 

Glory to God, In the Highest: 

 

Yea, Lord we greet thee, 

Born this happy morning, 

Jesu, to thee be glory given; 

Word of the father, 

Now in flesh appearing 

 

 

The Blessing 
 

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds,  

the perseverance of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary,  

and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this Christmas; 

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

 

The Dismissal  
 

Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 

Glory, thanks and praise to God. 

 

 

Voluntary: Pasticcio by Jean Langlais  



 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

The community of St John the Evangelist, East Dulwich 

wishes you peace and joy this Christmas. 
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