Welcome to our

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE

at St John the Evangelist, East Dulwich

We say together the text in bold

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

The minister introduces the service and welcomes everybody

Jesus Christ is the light of the world:
a light no darkness can quench.

The shepherds kept watch by night,
and your glory shone round about them.

The darkness is not dark to you,
the night is as bright as the day.

Let your light scatter the darkness
and fill your Church with your glory.

All stand to sing the hymn

| had a dream that | was standing on a hillside
And all the lights of town were shining far below
When up in the air beautiful voices

Sing a new song, let everyone know,

Oh and love shone down
over the hills and over the valleys,
Oh and love shone down over the world



Somebody spoke to me | knew it was an angel

He said there’s something that | think you ought to know.
Then he just smiled, said don’t be afraid now.

Sing a new song, let everyone know

And then he told me all about the baby Jesus,
How to find him where exactly | should go.
Then he was joined by millions of others

Sing a new song, let everyone know

Well did | dream or was | really on that hillside
On that Christmas night so very long ago,
When he was born Jesus our Saviour

Sing a new song let everyone know

All take a seat

The Nativity Story: part |
All stand to sing the hymn

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,

but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.

| love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; | ask thee to stay
close by me for ever, and love me, | pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,

and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.

Anon. Philadelphia 1883
CCLI Licence No. 7260

All take a seat

The Nativity Story: part 2



Talk
Prayers

Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

Our prayers conclude with the prayer Jesus taught his friends:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Lighting our Candles

All stand to sing the hymn

Silent night, holy night,

all is calm, all is bright,

round yon virgin, mother and child;
Holy infant, so tender and mild:
sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night.
Shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar,
heav’nly hosts sing alleluia:
Christ, the Saviour is born.

Silent night, holy night.

Son of God, love’s pure light;
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace:
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848)
CCLI Licence No. 7260



Blessing and Dismissal

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds,

the perseverance of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary,
and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this Christmas;

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

The community of St John the Evangelist, East Dulwich
wishes you peace and joy this Christmas




