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Welcome to St John’s, East Dulwich 

 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 

and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 

The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

 
Isaiah 9:6 

 

We’re delighted to welcome you today to this very special service of music 

and readings to experience the magic of Christmas and celebrate the birth of 

Jesus Christ. 

If you’re a first-time visitor to St John’s Church you may not know that we 

seek to extend this warm welcome year-round to the wider community. 

We’d love you to join us in extending this welcome for generations to come, 

by helping us to keep St John’s Church with the Goose Green Centre open.  

Will you welcome others to St John’s? By adding a gift to the collection taken 

during the service, you can allow St John’s to continue to be a caring presence 

in the community, and to keep this beautiful and sacred place of worship open 

to all.  

Please use the gift aid envelope provided if you are a UK taxpayer. 

You can also make a contactless card or cash donation as you 

leave, or use this QR code.  

If you wish to give regularly, contact us or visit our website 

www.stjohnseastdulwich.org/donating-to-st-johns/. 

 

 

Join us for our other Christmas services this year: 

Tuesday 24 December: Christmas Eve 

Christingle Services at 3pm & 4.30pm 

Midnight Mass, 11.30pm 

 

Wednesday 25 December: Christmas Day 

Festival Mass, 10am 

 

 

 



The congregation stands  
 

A chorister sings the first verse 

 

Once in royal David’s city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby 

in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that Mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little Child 

 

The second verse is sung by the choir 

 

He came down to earth from heaven 

who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, 

and his cradle was a stall: 

with the poor and mean and lowly, 

lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

All join in singing the remaining verses as the choir and clergy process 
 

And through all his wondrous childhood 

he would honour and obey, 

love and watch the lowly maiden, 

in whose gentle arms he lay: 

Christian children all must be 

mild, obedient, good as he. 
  

For he is our childhood’s pattern, 

day by day like us he grew, 

he was little, weak, and helpless, 

tears and smiles like us he knew: 

and he feeleth for our sadness, 

and he shareth in our gladness. 
 

And our eyes at last shall see him 

through his own redeeming love, 

for that child so dear and gentle, 

is our Lord in heaven above: 

and he leads his children on 

to the place where he is gone. 



Not in that poor lowly stable, 

with the oxen standing by, 

we shall see him: but in heaven, 

set at God’s right hand on high, 

where like stars his children crowned, 

all in white shall wait around. 

 
Remain standing 

 

The Greeting 

 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 

 
 

Welcome 

 
The minister introduces the service and prays the Bidding Prayer 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

    

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
All sit 

Words: C. F. Alexander (1818-95) 

CCLI Licence No. 7260 

 



 
Choir:  The truth from above – Trad carol, arr. R Vaughan Williams 

 

Lesson:  Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7  

Christ's birth and kingdom are foretold by the prophet Isaiah 

Andrew Hillas, Head of Youth Justice Service and Southwark Vulnerable 

Adolescents Service 

 
All stand to sing the hymn 

 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 

in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 

heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign. 

in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 

the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 

Enough for him, whom cherubim, worship night and day, 

a breastful of milk, and a mangerful of hay; 

enough for him, whom angels fall before, 

the ox and ass and camel which adore. 
 

Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 

cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 

but only his mother, in her maiden bliss, 

worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 
 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

if I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
 

Words: Christina Rosetti (1830-94) 

CCLI Licence No. 7260 

 

 

 

All sit 

 

 



Lesson:  Isaiah 11: 1-9 

  The Peaceful Kingdom 

Ellie Reeves, Minister without Portfolio at the Cabinet Office, 

MP for Lewisham West and East 

 

Choir:  I wonder as I wander - traditional carol arr. John Jacob Niles 

 

Lesson:  Luke 1: 26-35, 38 

  The Angel Gabriel visits the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Alli Crank, Headteacher, St John’s and St Clement’s Primary School 

 

 

All stand to sing the hymn 

 

O Little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee to-night. 

 

O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King, 

and peace to men on earth; 

for Christ is born of Mary; 

and, gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wondering love. 

 

How silently, how silently, 

the wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming; 

but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still 

the dear Christ enters in. 

 



Where children pure and happy 

pray to the blessèd Child, 

where misery cries out to thee, 

Son of the mother mild; 

where charity stands watching 

and faith holds wide the door, 

the dark night wakes, the glory breaks, 

and Christmas comes once more! 

 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell: 

O come to us, abide with us, 

Our Lord Emmanuel. 

 

All sit 

 
 

Lesson:  Luke 2: 1-7  

Saint Luke tells of the birth of Jesus Christ 

Lorraine Reid, member of St John’s East Dulwich 

 

Choir:  Tomorrow shall be my dancing day – John Gardner 

 

Lesson:  Luke 2: 8-16 

  The shepherds go to the manger 

  Tochi Ajero, member of St John’s East Dulwich 
 

 

All stand to sing the hymn 

 

Silent night, holy night, 

all is calm, all is bright, 

round yon virgin, mother and child; 

Holy infant, so tender and mild: 

sleep in heavenly peace, 

sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-93) 

CCLI Licence No. 7260 

 



Silent night, holy night. 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, 

heav’nly hosts sing alleluia: 

Christ, the Saviour is born, 

Christ, the Saviour is born. 
 

Silent night, holy night. 

Son of God, love’s pure light; 

radiant beams from thy holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace: 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

 
 

All sit 

 

Choir:  Infant holy, infant lowly – Polish carol arr. David Willcocks  

 

Lesson:  Matthew 2: 1-12 

The Wise Men are led by the star to Jesus 

Simon Birt, KC, member of choir, St John’s East Dulwich 

 

Choir:  Jesus Christ, the apple tree – Elizabeth Poston 

 

Lesson: The Gospel: John 1: 1-14 

  St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation 

  Revd Gemma Lau, Assistant Curate, St John’s East Dulwich 

 

All stand to sing the hymn, during which a collection will be taken 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 

   joyful and triumphant, 

 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

   come and behold him 

   born the King of Angels: 

    O come, let us adore him, 

   O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848) 

CCLI Licence No. 7260 

 



  God of God, 

   Light of Light, 

 Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

   Very God, 

   begotten, not created: 

    O come, let us adore him… 

 

 See how the Shepherds, 

   summoned to his cradle, 

 leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 

   we too will thither 

  bend our joyful footsteps: 

   O come, let us adore him… 

  

 Lo! star-led chieftains, 

   Magi, Christ adoring, 

 offer him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

   we to the Christ Child 

   bring our heart’s oblations: 

   O come, let us adore him… 
  
 Child, for us sinners 

   poor and in the manger, 

 fain we embrace thee, with awe and love; 

   who would not love thee, 

   loving us so dearly? 

   O come, let us adore him… 
 

 Sing, choirs of Angels, 

   sing in exultation, 

 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

   Glory to God 

   in the Highest: 

   O come, let us adore him… 

 

 

All sit 

 
Notices 

 
 

Words: trans. Frederick Oakeley (1802-80) 

CCLI Licence No. 7260 

 



All stand to sing the final hymn 

 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 

Glory to the newborn King; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled: 

Joyful all ye nations rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies, 

with the angelic hosts proclaim, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem! 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

Glory to the newborn King 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come 

Offspring of the Virgin's womb! 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell,  

Jesus, our Emmanuel: 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

Glory to the newborn King 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

Glory to the newborn King 

 

 

  

 

We remain standing for the blessing  

 



The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light. 

 

For to us a child is born 

to us a Son is given. 

 

His name will be called 

Wonderful counsellor, mighty God, 

the everlasting Father,  

the Prince of Peace. 

 

Glory to God in the highest 

and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 
The Blessing 

 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

 

May the God who brings heaven close to earth 

give truth to our judgement 

and flame to our longing 

that our hearts might be ready  

to be born again in love; 

and the blessing of God, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen.  

 

 

Voluntary: Chorale Prelude “In dulci jubilo” – JS Bach 

Toccata and Fugue in D minor – JS Bach 

 

 

The community of St John the Evangelist, East Dulwich 

wishes you peace and joy this Christmas 

Please join us for mince pies, mulled wine or juice after the service 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With thanks to our organist: Neil Stevenson, brass accompaniment: Lesley, 

Russell, Jerry and Steve, St John’s Church Choir,  

and our Director Of Music, John Webber 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this service, is copyright ©️The Archbishop's Council 2006 

'God of grace and truth', prayer from Prayers for an Inclusive Church, ©️ Steven Shakespeare, Canterbury Press, 2008 


